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" Half of cllmbmg party

reach Grand Teton peak

MOOSE, Wyo. (AP) — Two

climbers skied off the snow-

swept shoulders of Grand Teton
Peak Tuesday and said half of

.~ Paul Petzoldt’s midwinter as-

sault team on the 13,770-foot
spire had reached the summit
Monday.

“It was tremendous,” said
Steve Gipe, 20, a climbing in-
structor. Rob Hellyer, another
instructor, agreed.

The rest of the 25-man party,
which included the 63-year-old
Petzoldt, planned to camp at a
frozen lake beneath the peak
Tuesday night and come out
Wednesday afternoon.

“They’re all healthy and hap-
py,” Hellyer said. The only in-
juries were minor cases of
frostbite on the tips of noses.

Heller too was happy when
informed that in his absence
his wife had given birth to a 5-
pound, 14-ounce girl.

The Petzoldt party, his sev-
enth New Year’s expedition
here, was only the second to
reach the top. :

The two instructors, em-
ployed at Petzoldt's National
Outdoor Leadership School in
Lander, said severe weekend
weather prevented a deter-

mined assault on the final 2,000

feet of the Grand Teton. But
Monday dawned bright and
calm, they said, and nine clim-
bers at a hut at the 12,000-foot
level struck out for the summit.
Hellyer, Gipe and another be-
gan their assault from snow
caves about 1,000 feet lower
and joined the larger party.

“The weather was so good,”
Gipe said, ‘“we made the peak
in four hours. We were there at
11:30 in the morning.”

Hellyer, whose beard was
coated with ice when he came
off the snow field, said tem-

peratures on the peak had.

plummetted to 40 below zero on
several occasions during the
week-long climb.

“But it was the winds that
were terrible,” he said. They
gusted severely Saturday and
Sunday and the climbers esti-
mated they were buffetted by
blasts of 40 miles per hour and
better.

“Some of us were blown
over, right off our feet,”” Gipe
said. “The wind picked up
pieces of ice and shattered
them against the walls of the
hut,” a quonset-like building 2.-
000 feet beneath the summit.

Petzoldt and the lone woman
in the party, Dianne Shoutis,
22, the wife of an instructor,
were among those who did not
make the final assault.

-“However,”’ Gipe said, “those
who made the climb were those
who just happened to be in the
hut when the weather cleared.”
He explained that for three
days portions of the party were
taking turns climbing from the

base camp to the hut, hoping .

the weather would permit them
to go on to the peak.

The following 12 persons were
listed Tuesday as having made
the final assault on 13,770-foot
Grand Teton Peak on Monday:

Nathaniel C. Eastbourne, 25,
Dear Island, Ore.; Maurice T.
Johnson, 18, Chicago; David M.
Neary, 23, Fayetteville, N.Y.;
David L. Slovisky, 26, Fairfield,
Ohio; Robert C. Thurston, 23,
Escondido, Calif., and Jefferey
B. Axelrod, 21, Oak Park,
Mich.

The following chmbers are
instructors at the National Out-
door Leadership School in
Lander: H. William Drudigam,

21, Glenwood Springs, Colo.;
David J. Gipe, 20, Indianapolis,
Ind.; his brother Stephen, 20,
Indianapolis, Ind.; Alexander
W. Shoutis III, 23, Lander; Rob
Hellyer, Lander, and the main
instructor, Thomas T. Warren,
25, Riverton.






